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“The Power of Podcasting” 

Sunday June 21, 2009 11:45 AM – 12:45 PM 
Elizabeth Fritz, Decorah Community Schools
Susan Thomas, University of Rhode Island
In our current educational climate, music educators face the same issues as the standard classroom teacher with regard to standards, integration and No Child Left Behind legislation. Many music programs must find ways to meet and integrate standards to remain viable as a curricular offering. 
Music educators need ideas to give their curriculum more value, help them teach their content in greater depth, and lead them toward creative instruction to meet these ideals. This session will provide examples of technology, specifically podcasting to assist instruction and to support curriculum in the music classroom as an avenue toward this goal.
This session will:

· Demonstrate technology tools available for instruction

· Provide examples of rich instructional content using technology

· Introduce teaching strategies (combined with technology) that result in more in-depth learning. 

· Focus on the use of technology and online learning practices within a music education classroom.

Introduction to Podcasting

What is it?

A podcast is a series of digital media files, usually either digital audio or video, that is made available for download via web syndication. The syndication aspect of the delivery is what differentiates podcasts from other ways of accessing files, such as simple download or streaming. Software known as “podcatchers” (such as Apple's iTunes) can automatically identify and retrieve new files in a series when they are made available, by accessing a centrally-maintained web feed that lists all files currently associated with that particular podcast. The files are downloaded and stored locally on the user's computer or other device, for offline use.
The term podcast can refer either to the content itself or to the method by which the content is syndicated; the latter is also called podcasting. A podcaster is the person who creates the content.
There are three kinds of podcasts. Audio podcasts are usually an MP3 file and are the most common types of podcasts. Enhanced podcasts can have images to go along with the audio. Video podcasts (or vodcasts) are movies, complete with sound. Video podcasts can be in a variety of formats, but MPEG-4 is the most popular.
Creating a Podcast
Gcast.com - Phone Podcasting

Audacity – for recording

MyPodcast.com – free recording and hosting

Apple Garageband
Profcast
Video Podcasts

iMovie and Windows Movie Maker

iTunes University

How do we currently use technology in our classrooms?
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I mention this because I feel strongly about using technology as a tool in the classroom, not just a gadget or a cool toy.

Curricular ideas for podcasting in the music classroom
· Recording for self-assessment during lessons

· Research

· Composition

· Creating supplemental information for extending learning opportunities such as questionings and scenarios for blogging discussion
The curriculum drives the technology…

Instructional Sample – Ensemble Unit and Virtual Concertp

http://www.decorahbands.com/6thband/fensunit/
Webquest - Historical Component

Pitch and Tuning - Using Smart Music to enhance curriculum

http://www.smartmusic.com/teachers/resources/

Powerpoint Presentation – can be turned into a podcast with the use of Profcast

Podcast/iMovie – Publish to the Web or Kiosk

Journaling/ Blogging for Evaluation

Standards met:

2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 
5. Reading and notating music. 

6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. 

7. Evaluating music and music performances. 

8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts. 

9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

Sample 2 – Podcasting Field experiences for music education students

Additional Resources:

http://www.learninginhand.com/podcasting/
http://podcastingscout.com/podcast-software
A how to guide and tutorial
